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December 22, 2021
Ono Extends Drug Discovery Collaboration Agreement with Vanderbilt University

Ono Pharmaceutical Co., Ltd. (Osaka, Japan; President, Representative Director, Gyo Sagara; "Ono”)
today announced that it has extended a currently existing drug discovery collaboration agreement with
Vanderbilt University (Tennessee, USA) to discover novel, efficacious therapeutic drugs for diseases with
unmet medical needs.

Under the agreement concluded initially in November 2015, Ono and Vanderbilt University have been
engaged in jointly identifying compounds to validate if an under-explored family of ion channels or
transporters has a potential for a therapeutic target, and based on the validation, will discover clinical
candidates for the treatment of CNS disorders. Taking into the favorable performance in the collaboration,
both parties signed the agreement to extend the collaboration period until November 2023.

“Vanderbilt University has excellent expertise and accomplishments in drug discovery,” said Toichi
Takino, Senior Executive Officer / Executive Director, Discovery & Research of Ono Pharmaceutical. “We
hope that our collaboration with Vanderbilt University will lead to the creation of innovative therapeutic
drugs for diseases with unmet medical needs, by combining the academia technologies with Ono’s R&D
experience.”

“The collaboration with Ono has been terrific at every possible level,” said Craig Lindsley, the William K.
Warren, Jr. Chair in Medicine and University Professor of biochemistry, chemistry and pharmacology as
well as a director of Warren Center for Neuroscience Drug Discovery (WCNDD). “Together, we are
creating new compounds that are deciphering the roles and therapeutic potential of a unique class of ion
channels, and we now have our sights on moving these into clinical development.”

About Vanderbilt University

Vanderbilt University is a globally renowned research university located in Nashville, Tennessee.
Ranked No. 14 among national universities, Vanderbilt offers an immersive living-learning undergraduate
experience, with programs in the liberal arts and sciences, engineering, music, education and human
development. The university also is home to nationally and internationally recognized graduate schools
of law, education, business, medicine, nursing and divinity, and offers robust graduate-degree programs
across a range of academic disciplines. Vanderbilt is committed to inclusive excellence, drawing the
world’s brightest students, faculty and distinguished visitors from across all cultural and socioeconomic
backgrounds and provides a collaborate atmosphere of discovery that drives positive change in the world.
For further information, please visit https://www.vanderbilt.edu/. For detailed information about WCNDD,
please also visit https://www.wcndd.com/.
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